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Licensed Center Recertification Eligibility
Eligible programs must:
Comply with state and federal health and safety requirements for 

child care centers;
Comply with current child care licensing standards for infant and 

toddler child care, including, but not limited to, class size, child-to-
staff ratios and health and safety standards; 
Be in good standing (no enforcement action or fraud and/or funding 

misrepresentation investigation or misuse of funds);
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Licensed Center Recertification Eligibility
Eligible programs must:
Be open/operating and currently serving children;
Complete a brief online Recertification Questionnaire; and 
Must have completed the Grow NJ Kids enrollment process 

(including orientation) prior to submitting the Recertification 
Questionnaire.  Enrollment process may take up to 60 days.

*Providers who have not enrolled and completed Grow NJ Kids 
orientation are not eligible for Year 2 payment.  
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 Providers who have not yet reached a 3, 4 or 5 star rating in Grow NJ Kids at the time 
of Year 2 recertification will receive an additional minimum grant of $1,200 per infant 
or toddler slot.
 $400 must be directed for teacher-related expenses (i.e., bonus or incentive). 

 If you are rated 3, 4 or 5 stars in Grow NJ Kids at the start of Year 2, you are eligible 
for a $200 per slot grant award along with a quality tiered rate – for children enrolled in 
New Jersey Child Care Assistance Program
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Year 2 Grant Award Amount
(awarded 12 months after initial grant award)
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Providers are subject to monitoring and/or audit review of grant 
funds
Providers must maintain records and other documentation to 

support the use of funds received and to document compliance
Providers may be asked to produce records for verification 

purposes upon audit of Thriving by Three grant funds
Providers agree to provide, for audit purposes, access to the 

child care facility, information and documentation related to the 
use of funds, and access to interview child care staff members
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Use of Grant Funds
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Grant funds may be spent in the following approved categories:

Equipment/furniture

Materials/Toys/Supplies

Staff/Recruitment/Hiring

Other Needs (e.g., professional development, technical assistance, etc.)
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Use of Grant Funds
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 Providers will access the Recertification Questionnaire in NJCCIS.

 Log in to your NJCCIS account and navigate to the Grants tab from your 
Quicklinks panel.

 Director, Owner/Director or Facility Administrator must complete the 
Recertification Questionnaire.
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How do I Recertify?
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 Recertification Questionnaire will be available on providers’ NJCCIS Quicklinks
panel beginning February 15, 2024.

 Completed Recertification Questionnaires must be submitted by April 1, 2024.

 Payment for providers who are approved for Year Two Grant Funds will be 
issued on the 1st day of the 12th month next following the date the initial grant 
award was paid.
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Recertification Period
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• Provides resources to continuously improve child care programs

• Access to one-on-one Technical Assistance

• Professional Development and Training Opportunities

• Raises quality of care

• GNJK Rating = Higher Child Care Assistance Payment Rate
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Participation in Grow NJ Kids
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 During the second year, providers must:

 Complete a Grow NJ Kids Self-Assessment

 Complete a Grow NJ Kids Quality Improvement Plan 

 Submit a Grow NJ Kids Rating Readiness form to initiate the rating process

 Have all newly created slots filled by the end of Year 2
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Commitment to Quality
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Enroll in Grow NJ Kids Today!
www.GrowNJKids.gov/ProvidersEducators/Enroll

https://www.grownjkids.gov/ProvidersEducators/Enroll
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 General questions about the Thriving by Three Grant Year 2 Recertification:  
DFD-ChildCareGrants@dhs.nj.gov

 Questions about Grow NJ Kids enrollment and process:     
info@GrowNJKids.com

 NJCCIS account-related questions or for assistance completing the Thriving by 
Three Grant Year 2 Recertification Questionnaire:

NJCallCenter@e-tcc.com or 1-800-332-6512
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Need Guidance or Technical Assistance?

mailto:DFD-ChildCareGrants@dhs.nj.gov
mailto:info@GrowNJKids.com
mailto:NJCallCenter@e-tcc.com
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A recording of this presentation will be posted to the Thriving by Three 
page of our website at:

https://www.childcarenj.gov/Providers/Grants/ThrivingbyThree/Centers
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Additional Information

https://www.childcarenj.gov/Providers/Grants/ThrivingbyThree/Centers
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 DFD website for information about the Thriving by Three Grant:
https://www.childcarenj.gov/Providers/Grants/ThrivingbyThree/Centers

 Send general grant questions to:  DFD-ChildCareGrants@dhs.nj.gov

 Send questions about Grow NJ Kids enrollment to:  info@GrowNJKids.com

 Send NJCCIS account-related questions to:  NJCallCenter@e-tcc.com

16

Important Resources/Contacts

https://www.childcarenj.gov/Providers/Grants/ThrivingbyThree/Centers
mailto:DFD-ChildCareGrants@dhs.nj.gov
mailto:info@GrowNJKids.com
mailto:NJCallCenter@e-tcc.com
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